JAMAICA INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OFFICE
PERFORMANCE FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2007/2008 AND FOCUS FOR 2008/2009

1.0       Purpose of Paper

The purpose of this report is to inform Parliament and the public about the performance of the Jamaica Intellectual Property Office (JIPO) during the Financial Year 2007/2008 and to outline its priority focus and targets for the Financial Year 2008/2009.  
2.0       Mission 

The mission of JIPO is to establish and administer a modern and effective intellectual property system, which will act as a catalyst for international competitiveness, facilitating economic growth and national development.

3.0       Role and Functions

The main role and functions of JIPO are to:

(i)        Administer intellectual property laws now in force and to be enforced in future, in accordance with national policies and Jamaica’s bilateral, multilateral and international obligations on Intellectual Property Rights (IPR’s) protection as imposed by treaties, conventions, agreements and other legal instruments

(ii)       Heighten public awareness of the importance of IPR’s, the 

implementation of the laws and the workings of the intellectual property system in Jamaica

(iii)      Encourage and facilitate compliance with IPR laws through voluntary means and/or enforcement measures

(iv)      Ensure that the intellectual property laws and system contribute to national economic growth and development and assist in realizing potential benefits of rights holders in Jamaica

(v)       Advise the Government of Jamaica in its development and implementation of intellectual property policies; to ensure that the laws are consistent with the national objectives, and to adequately implement Jamaica’s bilateral, regional and international intellectual property obligations

(vi)      Participate in the progressive development of intellectual property law in light of new technologies, globalization of trade, intellectual property co-operation and the emergence of new issues impacting the intellectual property system, such as e-commerce, protection of folklore and traditional knowledge, biodiversity and gene patenting

(vii)     Establish, maintain and strengthen all relevant regional and international affiliations and cooperation with governments, inter-governmental agencies and other intellectual property offices and organizations
5.0   
Highlights of Performance/Achievements for Financial Year 2007/2008

5.1       Intellectual Property Legislation

(i) Drafting instructions for preparation of amendments to the Copyright Act - arising out of Jamaica’s accession to the WIPO “Internet” Treaties, which includes WIPO Copyright Treaty and the WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty - were completed and sent to the Chief Parliamentary Counsel (CPC).  A draft amending Bill was submitted for consideration. JIPO obtained the assistance of the Intellectual Property Clinic of the University of Southern California (USC) to review the Copyright Act and provide guidance on amendments required to meet obligations under the WIPO Internet treaties.
(ii) Drafting instructions for the preparation of amendments to the Trade Marks Act and Regulations were completed and sent to the Chief Parliamentary Counsel (CPC). A draft amending Bill is awaited.
(iii)      The new Patents and Designs Act was not enacted during the 2007/2008 financial year as anticipated.   However, there were significant strides in this area, with final comments being submitted to the CPC. As this Bill is a matter of high priority for JIPO it is expected that it will go before the Legislative Committee of Parliament and be enacted during the 2008/2009 financial year

(iv)      Cabinet approval was received for promulgation of the law on the Protection of the Rights of Breeders of New Varieties of Plants.  Thus, a working committee comprising representatives from the legal departments of the Ministry of Industry, Investment and Commerce, the Ministry of Agriculture, and JIPO, can now commence work on drafting instructions.
(v)       Work has begun on regulations to accompany the Protection of Geographical Indications Act which will form part of a joint technical cooperation project between JIPO and the Swiss Federal Institute of Intellectual Property. Approval for full funding of the Project was granted by the Swiss counterpart entity in December 2007. It is anticipated that amendments to the Protection of Geographical Indications Act will also be effected to allow for higher levels of protection for non-wines-and-spirits products.

5.2       Automation of Trade Marks Registration System

Work on the Trade Marks Automation System continues.  The System is now being used to conduct internal Trade Mark searches, preparation of certificates and preparation of office action correspondence. However, the data validation is an on-going process so as to ensure the accuracy of the information entered on the computer database. To date over fifty one thousand (51,000) files have been entered on the database.
5.3      Patents Directorate and Automation of Patents Registration System

Work on the automation of the Patents Registration System commenced in December 2004 and is progressing satisfactorily, with all applications received now being entered on the system. It is anticipated that the system will be fully operational as soon as the new Patent and Designs Act is enacted.

5.4       Staff & Other Training

(i) Staff Training on the effective usage of the Intellectual Property Administration System was conducted by a World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) regional expert between August 13 to 17, 2007.
(ii) Two (2) registration officers from the Trade Marks Directorate participated in a WIPO training course on Intellectual Property in Alicante, Spain during October 1 - 5, 2007. The training was conducted in conjunction with the Spanish Patent & Trade Marks Office.
(iii) Two (2) members of the Trade Marks Directorate participated in a WIPO regional training course geared towards Caribbean IP offices. This was done from January 21 to 25, 2008, in Port of Spain, Trinidad &Tobago.
(iv) Also in January 2008, JIPO facilitated training of enforcement officers of the Customs Department and a member of staff of the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions. Training was offered under the auspices of the US Patent & Trade Marks Office, Washington D.C. 

5.5       Public Education and Outreach Programmes

(i) The annual Intellectual Property Week was observed from April 23 through 27, 2007, under the theme “Encouraging Creativity”. The activities undertaken by JIPO in commemoration of World IP Day centered on the distribution of Intellectual Property books to IP-related associations.
The annual JIPO IP supplement was published in the Daily Gleaner on Tuesday, April 24th.
(ii) Throughout the review year, presentations on IP were made to students from secondary and high schools.
(iii) The Agency continued its close collaboration with one of its sister agencies, the Jamaica Business Development Centre (JBDC) via participation in various workshops and exhibitions throughout the review year. JIPO also mounted an exhibition on Designs and Fashion Industry (October 23, 2007) and co-sponsored an outside broadcast on Power 106. Moreover, the Intellectual Property Office participated in a workshop for small and medium sized enterprises on IP Rights in the context of World Cup Cricket 2007.
(iv) JIPO made a presentation on “Copyright & Reprographic Rights in Jamaica” at the Jamaica Federation of Musicians and the International Music Federation’s Music Forum held January 21 to 23, 2008 at the Courtleigh Hotel.
(v) JIPO was involved in a WIPO workshop on the “Management on Intellectual Property in the Music Industry” and “How to Make a Living from Music”, at the PCJ Auditorium, on March 14, 2008. The event, geared towards young music professionals, was attended by over one hundred (100) participants.
(vi) In association with WIPO, JIPO hosted a roundtable discussion on the Protection of Traditional Knowledge (TK), Traditional Cultural Expressions (TCE) & Folklore, geared specifically towards the Maroon and Rastafarian communities. This took place on March 17, 2008.
(vii) A regional meeting of Caribbean Experts on Traditional Knowledge, Traditional Cultural Expressions and Folklore was hosted by JIPO/WIPO on March 18 and 19, 2008.
(viii) Television and radio interviews on Copyright and Traditional Knowledge issues were conducted by visiting WIPO officials, local experts and JIPO managers. 

(ix) In March 2008, JIPO launched a study on the “Contribution of Copyright and Related Rights Based Industries to the Jamaican Economy”. The study, commissioned by WIPO, generated estimates to the effect that the copyright sector contributes about 4.8% of the Gross Domestic Product, (GDP) of Jamaica. Main components are the core copyright industries of music, literature, radio and television, photography, visual and graphic arts, software, advertising services and copyright collective management societies.
5.6 Monitoring IPR Negotiations and Regional/International Developments
(i) JIPO was represented at the 45th General Assemblies of the WIPO  held in Geneva, Switzerland during  September 6th to October 5th, 2007.
(ii) JIPO participated in the first WIPO International Conference on Creative Industries in Geneva, Switzerland held on November 14 to 16 2007. 
(iii) JIPO took part in the WIPO Inter-regional Conference on  Intellectual Property and Technological Developments held in New  Delhi, India from November 14 to 16, 2007.
(iv)    The agency participated in a WIPO Committee on Development and Intellectual Property meeting, held at the WIPO headquarters in Geneva, March 3 through 7, 2008.  
5.7 Website Upgrade
Improvement work on the JIPO website continues and the website now hosts information on several pieces of IP Legislation.
6.0    Summary of Main Programmes for Financial Year 2008/2009
6.1    Revision of Current Legislation and Enactment of New Legislation

(i)        Enactment of the new Patents and Designs Act and Rules  
(ii)       Drafting instructions for the Protection of Breeders of New Plant Varieties will be completed

(iii)      Drafting instructions for regulations under the Protection of Geographical Indications Act will be completed
(iv)
Consultation is anticipated in respect of the Bill amending the Copyright Act

(v)     The Customs Regulations under the Trade Marks Act will be drafted and the regulations under the Copyright Act amended.
6.2       Patents Directorate

This Directorate will be fully established with the passage of the new Patents and Designs Act and a Patent Manager will be employed.  It is also anticipated that an online system will be established to facilitate service provision by the Directorate.
6.3       Staff Training

Staff training will be ongoing. 

6.4       Public Education and Awareness
There are plans for activities in this area to be increased in Financial Year 2008/2009.
6.5       Revenue Enhancement 

A ten percent (10%) increase in revenue is projected for the 2008/2009 Financial Year, as multi-class trade mark applications continue to increase.

7.0       Budget Allocation

Approved Budget ($M)

	
	2003/2004
	2004/2005
	2005/2006
	2006/2007
	2007/2008    
	2008/2009

	
	27.0
	34.0
	30.3
	38.5
	 52.2                 
	70. 0
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