MINISTERIAL REPORT FOR JAMAICA INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OFFICE ON PERFORMANCE FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2008/09 AND FOCUS FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2009/2010
1.0       Purpose of Report
The purpose of this report is to inform Parliament and the public about the performance of the Jamaica Intellectual Property Office (JIPO) during the Financial Year 2008/2009 and to outline its priority focus and targets for the Financial Year 2009/2010.  
2.0       Mission 

The mission of JIPO is to establish and administer a modern and effective intellectual property system which will be a catalyst for international competitiveness, facilitating economic growth and national development.

3.0       Role and Functions

The main role and functions of JIPO are to:

(i)       Administer intellectual property laws now in force and to be enforced in future, in accordance with national policies and Jamaica’s bilateral, multilateral and international obligations on Intellectual Property Rights (IPR’s) protection as imposed by treaties, conventions, agreements and other legal instruments

(ii)       Heighten public awareness of the importance of IPR’s, the Implementation of the laws and the workings of the intellectual property system in Jamaica

(iii)      Encourage and facilitate compliance with IPR laws through voluntary means and/or enforcement measures

(iv)      Ensure that the intellectual property laws and system contribute to national economic growth/development and realize the potential benefits of rights holders in Jamaica

(v)       Advise the Government in its development and implementation of intellectual property policies; to ensure that the laws are consistent with the national objectives, and ensure adequate implementation of the country’s bilateral, regional and international intellectual property obligations

(vi)      Keep abreast and participate in the progressive development of intellectual property law in light of new technologies, globalization of trade, intellectual property co-operation and the emergence of new issues impacting the intellectual property system, such as e-commerce, protection of folklore and traditional knowledge, biodiversity and gene patenting

(vii)     Establish, maintain and strengthen all relevant regional and international affiliations and cooperation with governments, inter-governmental agencies and other intellectual property offices and organizations.

4.0      Highlights of Performance/Achievements against Targets for Financial Year 2008/2009
4.1       IP Legislation

(i) Drafting instructions for the preparation of amendments to the Copyright Act arising out of Jamaica’s accession to the WIPO “Internet” Treaties, which includes the WIPO Copyright Treaty and the WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty, are with the Chief Parliamentary Counsel (CPC). Consultations on amendments to the Copyright Act have been on-going with stakeholder interests since July 2008
(ii) Drafting instructions for the preparation of amendments to the Trade Marks Act and Regulations were completed and sent to the Chief Parliamentary Counsel (CPC). At the time of reporting, a draft amending Bill was being awaited

(iii)      in January 2009 JIPO received the draft Patents and Designs Bill from the Office of the Parliamentary Council, this following a written request in October 2008 from me for the Bill to be accorded some priority, given the lengthy delay in the process of enacting a new Patents and Designs Act during the 2008/2009 financial year as was hoped for.  At the close of the review period JIPO was carrying out in depth review of the draft document
(iv)      As part of obligations under the World Trade Organization’s TRIPS Agreement, Cabinet approval was received for promulgation of the law on the Protection of the Rights of Breeders of New Varieties of Plants.  In January 2009 JIPO and the Ministry of Agriculture participated in a working meeting of the International Convention for the Protection of New Plant Varieties (UPOV) to facilitate work on the preparation of work on drafting instructions

(v) The Protection of Geographical Indications Act was passed in 2004, but the Act has not come into force, due to the absence of regulations. In September 2008 instructions for the drafting of regulations to accompany the Act were submitted to the CPC. In December 2008 JIPO received the draft regulations and has subsequently provided comments. JIPO is now awaiting the revised draft from the CPC.
(vi) Enhancement of the Geographical Indicators (GI) Act and Regulations forms part of the successful completion of a joint technical cooperation project between JIPO and the Swiss Federal Institute of Intellectual Property. JIPO in consultation with other Government entities decided to move to have the GI Act with Regulations passed in its present state and amend at a later date, so as to allow for immediate higher levels of protection for non wines-and-spirits products.

4.2
Automation of Trade Marks System (IPAS)

Automation continues as a major part of the agency’s operations under the World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) Intellectual Property Automation System (IPAS). There is however, a pressing need for data validation for over fifty thousand (50,000) trademark files if JIPO is to achieve its objective of offering online services. 
4.3
Automation of Patents & Designs 

Data entry continues. Following the passage of the Patent & Designs Act JIPO will implement the usage of the IPAS with the assistance of WIPO. 

4.4 Staff and Other Training
· Copyright and related expertise within JIPO was enhanced through advanced WIPO training on Copyright and Related Rights in the Global Economy
· JIPO hosted a WIPO regional training workshop for IPAS Focal Point/IT personnel in the Caribbean IP Offices, December 1 - 5, 2008. In addition to six (6) Caribbean delegates being hosted, four (4) JIPO officers received training on the IPAS system 
· Five (5) members of the Trademarks Directorate have been registered to complete the WIPO advanced online courses in IP.
4.5 Public Education/Outreach Programmes
· In March of 2008 the launch of a study on the “Contribution of Copyright Industries to the Jamaican Economy”, commissioned by the WIPO, was to spur other activities throughout the reporting period 2008/2009 
· JIPO was involved in Annual Intellectual Property (IP) Week which was celebrated from April 21 to 26, 2008

· In July 2008 the agency hosted a copyright forum on International Reggae Day, in collaboration with Jamaica Arts Holding and WIPO. The forum discussed the findings of a study which indicated that copyright sector industries accounted for 4.8% of Jamaica’s GDP and also looked at issues relating to IP as an asset and proposed amendments to the Copyright Act.
· With Jamaica’s success at the 2008 Beijing Olympics, JIPO was pro-active in providing assistance to the athletes in respect of protection of their intellectual property rights. As a case in point, Sprinter Usain Bolt is now a registered Trade Mark, while consultation is on-going with representatives of other athletes. JIPO also sought to assist in cases where the domain names of Jamaican athletes have been misappropriated by cyber squatters, examples being usainbolt.com, asafapowell.com and veronicacampbell.com. 
· JIPO intensified its focus on public awareness through targeting educational institutions with activities such as talks/presentations geared towards a number of groups including: 
· 6th form students of Campion College during their “Teen  Awareness Week” 
· teachers at the University of Technology Summer School Programme 
· students of the Northern Caribbean  University Mass Communications Programme 
· JIPO participated in Jamaica Trade Adjustment Team (JTAT) meetings hosted by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade to address trade issues, in particular negotiations between Canada and CARICOM member states.
4.6
Media Activities
· IP Week Media activities included radio interviews on “Financially Speaking” on KLAS Sports Radio FM 89 and infomercials on Power 106 FM throughout May 2008
· Following the 2008 Beijing Olympics JIPO granted several radio and television interviews addressing the issue of IP and Sports. Articles were also published in the Gleaner and Observer newspapers
· The Business Day hosted a special feature on JIPO
· IP infomercials were continually aired on JIS Radio. The Public Broadcasting Corporation of Jamaica (PBCJ) also carried a thirty (30) minute feature entitled “Creative Caribbean”. 
4.7.0
Partnership with Government Agencies 
4.7.1 Jamaica Business Development Corporation (JBDC)
· Throughout the 2008/2009 Financial Year, JIPO worked in partnership with the JBDC to make presentations on IP and other legal issues to the Cluster groups and Facilitators, including the Authentic Gifts & Crafts, Wellness, Entertainment & Fashion Cluster under the SME and MSME PSDP European Union Programme
4.7.2 Jamaica Trade & Invest (JTI)
· As a follow up from Jamaica’s Olympics success, JIPO entered into a partnership with JTI to establish a mechanism by which interested business entities will be able to engage in licensing arrangements for the use of an athlete’s image for endorsement of products. 

4.7.3 Jamaica Cultural Development Commission (JCDC)
· In collaboration with the JCDC, presentations were made in St. Thomas, Portland and St. James to persons interested in participating in the JCDC creative writing competition. 

4.7.4 Companies Office of Jamaica (COJ)

· JIPO worked in partnership with the COJ to facilitate access to information and other services offered by both agencies.  
4.8
Monitoring IPR Negotiations and Regional and International 
Developments

JIPO was represented at the following fora: 

(i) The 46th General Assemblies of the WIPO from September 6th to October 5th, 2008
(ii)
A regional forum – hosted by WIPO - on the strategic use of IP for development from October 13 -17, 2008
(iii) 
An Inter-regional forum on the role of IP in the innovative economy, November 2008
(iv)    The WIPO Caribbean Working Group meeting on the protection of traditional knowledge from January 4 -6, 2009 

5.0 Strategic Focus for the Medium to Long Term
· Full automation of the trade marks, patents and designs registration systems 
· Enactment of the Patent & Designs Act 

· Amendment to the Copyright Act

· Enactment of the Protection of Geographical Indications Act  

· Offering online services to clients

· Offering online trade mark journal

· Development of an educated, multi-skilled staff in all areas of IP

· Participation in regional and international fora, particularly in various negotiations   

· Offering a fee based IP advisory/consultancy service  

· Expansion of public awareness of IP issues
· Training for JIPO staff in conducting IP audits with focus on a national IP audit.
6.0     Priority Targets/Objectives and Budgetary Allocation for the Financial Year 2009/2010

(i)        Review current IP legislation and facilitate enactment of new legislation

(ii)       Offer online service for the trade marks system 

(iii)     
Strengthen the Patents Directorate and automate the Patents   Registration System

(iv)      Expand public education and public awareness programmes

(v)       Increase revenue

(vi)  
Monitor regional and international IP developments and IPR    negotiations and provide expert representation as required

(vii) Secure IP training opportunities for staff, law enforcement officers and prosecutors.

7.0
Projects/Programmes 2009/2010

7.1   
Geographical Indications (GI’s) Project between Jamaica & Switzerland

A two (2) year technical assistance project on Geographical Indications was approval for full funding by the Swiss Federal Institute of Intellectual Property and officially launched during the 2008/2009 reporting period, specifically in May 2008. The Project is scheduled to terminate early in June 2010.

7.2 
Trade Marks Re-verification

Employment of a project team to carry out data entry on the over fifty thousand (50,000) Trade Mark files referred to in the section “4.2 Automation of Trade Marks System” above and verification to ensure a clean and efficient database. This process is deemed crucial to the agency offering online service to the public.

7.3       Revenue Enhancement 

A ten percent (10%) increase in revenue is projected for the 2009/2010 Financial Year, as JIPO is to seek approval for an increase in Trade Mark and Patent fees. 
8.0       Budget Allocation

Historical Approved Budget ($M) 
	Year 
	2003/04
	2004/05
	2005/06
	2006/07
	2007/08
	2008/09


	Budget  ($M)
	27.0
	34.0
	30.3
	38.5
	52.2
	70.0


The proposed budget for 2009/10 is $75.6 M.

Karl Samuda
Minister of Industry, Investment & Commerce

Tabled in Parliament on April 29, 2009
JAMAICA INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OFFICE
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JIPO meets the Honourable Prime Minister
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JIPO Training Judges
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