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Salutations:-

-

-

-

- Extend special welcome to special guest Dr. Monty Jones (Executive Director of Forum on Agricultural Research in Africa (FARA) and the other members of the visiting team.
· Food security is one of the most critical issues facing us at this time in Jamaica, the wider Caribbean and, indeed, right around the world. 
· As recently as Monday of this week at the High Level meeting on Food Security for All in Madrid, the head of the FAO (Jacques Diouf) pointed to the fact that the recent drop in food prices could discourage farmers from sowing crops and result in a shortage of supplies.

· He observed that many producers had sold harvests in the second half of the year when prices were particularly low, and that they may now have no incentive to reinvest. This would entail a significant drop in output in 2009/10 and, possibly, a sharper increase in prices than in 2007/08. 
· All of this means we must not only be prepared, but we must also be very proactive. We must take the business of food security very seriously.
· In Jamaica, we are treating food security as a matter of national priority and, as such a number of initiatives have already been introduced, including:

· A backyard gardening project being promoted by the Ministry of Agriculture, which encourages householders to grow their own food as a solution to reducing their spending on basic food items;
· We are also looking towards rice farming on a much wider scale across the island;

· As recently as last week (Jan. 21, 2009) the Cascade Producers Marketing Organisation in Hanover, signed an agreement for the production of yams with the Food and Agriculture Association of the United Nations. This came about under the second phase of the FAO’s Initiative on Soaring Food Prices project, which was launched in Jamaica in December 2007 in response to the rise in food prices worldwide.

· Evidence already shows that with the right policy framework, small scale farming can be a viable route out of poverty or food insecurity and we will continue to support such efforts as we seek to become less dependent on imports.

· In other words: We need to eat what we grow and grow what we eat, while exploring all the possible means of creating our own food security.

· Against this background, we welcome the visit of Dr. Monty Jones and the other members of his team to Jamaica. I gather that the main purpose of your visit is to assist the UWI in designing a business-oriented agricultural curriculum that will help to enhance our food security. As such, this visit could not have come at a better time, because we must make every effort to ensure that from the primary to tertiary levels of our society there is a sustained and comprehensive effort to produce our own food and ensure our own food security. 
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