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Salutations:-

Jamaica is one of those countries, where despite the challenges that we face, has shown the potential of using new technologies for economic development in various spheres of life, including education. 

Increasingly, leadership in government and private sectors across the world are coming to the conclusion that their countries must build up their science, technology and innovation capacity in order to:

· Achieve sustainable poverty reduction;

· Improve the quality of life;

· Raise productivity, wealth, standards of living by developing new, competitive economic activities to serve local, regional, and global markets; and
· Develop appropriate R&D capacity to support technology-based economic growth and address country specific social, economic, and ecological problems.
In the case of governments, we are beginning to see the use of virtual worlds for a variety of purposes. In time, we will see that tangible, real-world results will come from the collaboration, learning, and interactions that come about in virtual-world environments. We will also see the public sector increasingly willing to shift financial, technology, and human resources to virtual world projects as the success stories come about, and as we see cost savings and positive environmental impacts.

We are, therefore, encouraged by the opening of this Virtual Lab, which we hope will serve as an inspiration for other educational institutions in Jamaica, the private sector, as well as government.

Both government and private sectors need to look at how we make use of the virtual world technologies for a variety of purposes, including informational outreach, education and training, emergency preparedness, recruitment, and so on.

In today’s environment, we need to take a closer look at how these technologies can be used to:

· Reach citizens in new ways

· collaborate internally

· conduct training and simulation

· recruit employees, and

· promote economic development

However, several important issues arise from government involvement in virtual worlds, including accessibility, availability, costs, and return on investment for public sector involvement beyond the areas of education and research.

Yet the challenge has been laid down: Government has to be an active participant in virtual forums. The question is how, not when, to establish a virtual presence and what to do with it.
Today, Virtual Labs are emerging as being increasingly adapted to health/medical applications and to creative activities in the social sciences and humanities. The advent of high speed digital communications, with declining cost for fixed functionality, has made feasible the rapid growth of “Virtual Laboratories” to address forefront research issues with greater efficiency and less movement of personnel than previously required.
We appreciate, therefore, that investment in the scientific and technological infrastructure and capacity is a promising path to economic betterment and improvements in the quality of life. 
It is incumbent on government, therefore, to ensure the promotion of policies and best practices for VLs which ensure the widest possible access, equitable sharing of resources and benefits, and fairness in assigning responsibility and credit for contributions and results.

Against this background, we welcome the opening of this Virtual Lab by the Department of Physics in the Faculty of Pure and Applied Sciences. This Virtual Lab will not only provide flexibility in training, but also the possibility of increased access to instruments by each student, as well as greater safety in the operation of instruments.

I have no doubt that this will be of tremendous benefit to students, lecturers, and the institution as a whole. In fact, I believe it is a plus for Jamaica and all the other countries in this region served by the university, as it seeks to increase understanding in education, science and culture.
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